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Kia ora
Walton whānau
Tēnā koutou katoa,
Well here we are back at school again and back with our unwelcome friend, Covid. He’s like that
weird cousin that unexpectedly drops by for a visit but ends up staying night after night and well
beyond the polite length of time. Before you know it, months have gone by and you can’t stand the
sight of the sod!
And so it is with Covid. I’m sure you’re like me and rather over it all. But despite the frustrations
and inconveniences it’s causing, we’ve still got to do what’s required of us to ensure the safety and
wellbeing of our tamariki. So on that point, please read carefully the next page about face masks.
Additionally, today we’re sending home hard copy learning packs with each child. We want to get
these packs into your homes now because if we find ourselves suddenly thrown into a situation
where we need to self-isolate due to a case at school, then we won’t be able to deliver these packs.
So it’s very important that you DON’T LET THE KIDS TOUCH THEM! :)
Please tuck these away somewhere safe and out of reach of children because if the time comes
that they’re needed, we won’t be able to replace them.
On a more fun and exciting point, our whole school trip to Waihi is scheduled to go ahead next
Monday (14th Feb). So if you haven’t completed the permission form sent out on Skool Loop
recently, please do so ASAP or alternatively call Mandy TODAY to give verbal permission.
It’s going to be loads of fun for our tamariki and we’d hate for anyone to miss out.
Ngaa mihi,
Jeremy Kurth
Tumuaki/Principal
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Firstly, thanks to everyone for being so supportive of this new rule that came into effect
recently. Our Year 4-6 classrooms have all implemented the face mask mandate and it’s great
to see the tamariki remembering to bring these to school, as well as wearing them on the bus.
Well Done tamariki for your self-management!
Secondly, we understand that there are many varying reasons as to why a child is unable to
wear a mask, and we fully respect that. There have been some parents and whanau who have
already been granted exemption cards from Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) for their
child, meaning they are not required to wear a mask at school. Again, we fully respect this and
are happily applying these exemptions within school.
It seems now that due to DPA being inundated with requests they are no longer allocating
exemptions. As such, the below message was sent to principals from the Ministry of
Education;

Where parents have concerns about mask wearing, they should be encouraged to discuss this in
the first instance with their school.
Where someone meets the criteria for exemption, it is important that they are supported.
It’s not always obvious why someone can’t wear a mask. For example, they may be victims of crime
or experience mental health conditions. If not dealt with in a sensitive and respectful manner
questioning someone’s eligibility for a mask exemption could unintentionally victimise people
further.
While a small number of national organisations have previously administered exemption cards
developed by the Ministry of Health, this will not be necessary.
For those who have an exemption card, it is their choice whether they wear it publicly or not. No one
should be required to wear an exemption card if they have one.
In light of this information, you can visit the Unite Against COVID-19 website to read the
criteria for mask exemptions under the public health order, which include: people who have
a physical or mental health illness or condition or disability that makes wearing a face mask
unsuitable; or if you need to communicate with someone who is Deaf, hard of hearing, deafblind
or someone who has a disability which makes it hard to have effective communication.
Please email me on principal@walton.school.nz if your child is exempt from wearing a mask.

Dates to remember
• 14th Feb (Monday) whole school trip.

2022 School Term Dates
Term 1 - Wed 2nd Feb - 14th April
Term 2 - 2nd May - 8th July
Term 3 - 25th July- 30th Sept
Term 4 - 17th Oct - Thurs 15th Dec

• 9th March (Wed) Senior Swimming Sports in town.
The postponement day is Tuesday 15th March.
• 11th March (Friday) Junior Swimming Display.
• 16-18th March Year 5&6 Waitomo Camp.
• 7th & 8th April Year 3&4 Overnight Camp.
• 14th April (Thursday) last day of Term One.

Welcome Mandy
We’re excited to welcome Mandy Allan to the Office Manager position.
She brings with her a wealth of administration experience, and as well as this, Mandy is already a
familiar face at Walton School, having spent last year in Rm6 as a teacher aide.

Mandy’s days & hours are
Monday to Thursday 8:45am - 2:45pm.

Outside of these times, please leave a message so that we can get back to you.

Drink Bottles
As we’re now in Red Light level, this is a reminder that all tamariki need to be bringing a named drink
bottle to school every day (filled with water).

No toys at school
Reminder that children should not be bringing toys to school. It’s not that we want to be grumble guts
and ruin all the fun, it’s just that toys at school inevitably leads to issues with either kids losing them,
damage with others playing with them, or other bigger problems.
So please do not send children to school with toys otherwise teachers/kaiako will confiscate them until
the end of the day.

Community News

125th
Anniversary
CANCELLED

Unfortunately we have had to make
the decision to cancel this event.
We feel the presence of Omicron in
our community presents a high risk to
our school. We’re very sad this can’t
proceed, but the safety and wellbeing
of our people must take priority.

WALTON JUNIOR TENNIS

Walton Junior Tennis will be on during term 1!
Sessions will be after school on Mondays for 6 weeks starting the
week of 14 February.
Although due to a conflict the first session will be Tuesday 15
February.
The cost for the 6 week term will be $80. This is open to all primary
and intermediate age children.
No need to pre-register. Just show up for the first afternoon ready to
play some tennis!
Any questions, text Jan at 027 2383880.

Touching Base
Do you need to touch base with your child’s kaiako/teacher? Then we want to hear from you. You might have
something on your mind but feel like you don’t want to bother a teacher, that’s when it’s a perfect time to catch up
with us! If it’s enough to bother you then it’s enough to have a chat about.
Our kaiako/teachers want to hear from you about these minor things, in fact it’s the minor things we prefer to hear
about before they grow into major things.
Sometimes you might be in luck when you pop down to school and happen to catch your child’s teacher in between
teaching and other activities. However, if you’d like to ensure you do have that uninterrupted scheduled time with
your child’s teacher then here is what you can do:
•
Email your child’s teacher asking if they will be able to meet at some stage over the next few days
-Give some options of when suits you too.
-NOTE: It may not be possible for teachers to meet you on the same day you email or call them,
so please give them a day or two heads up
•
Briefly outline what you would like to chat about, remember nothing is too small if it’s playing on
your mind. We want to help you and your child.
•
If you don’t have email, you can always call the office.
•
If it’s easier for you, then you can even let the teachers know that you don’t necessarily want to
meet but would like an email reply, or a call, to what’s on your mind.
Emails for teachers are:
Room 1 – kane.fraser@walton.school.nz and lyn.brown@walton.school.nz
Room 2 – frances.gillard@walton.school.nz
Room 3 – hannah.caldwell@walton.school.nz and kate.muckle@walton.school.nz
Room 4 – karen.russell@walton.school.nz
Room 5 – paul.keogh@walton.school.nz
Room 6 – richelle.cossill@walton.school.nz
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Thank you to our
awesome supporters

Waharoa Transport
You’re AMAZING! for covering the cost of the diesel for our school bus.
Thanks SOOO MUCH!
Ph: 888 8158

New Zealand’s Cow Scanning and Calf Disbudding Specialists
✓
✓

Pregnancy Scanning Cows & Heifers
Calf Disbudding

No additional farm labour required.

✓

Additional On Farm Services

Spare Teat Removal , DNA Sampling, Tagging, Elastration.

Call Louise Porter BVetTech

027 371 3718

Ultra-Scan Matamata

If you’d like to
advertise your
business in our
fortnightly
newsletter, call
Mandy in
the office
on 07 888 3817.

