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Rāpare tēnei rā, te 23 akuhata
Thursday 23rd August 2018, Week 5 Term 3 2018

Kia ora koutou katoa,
Dates to
Remember…

30th August
Digi Awards
(6:30pm)
14th September
School Cross
Country
20th September
Inter School
Cross Country
21st September
Back up day
for Inter
School Cross
Country
28th September
END OF
TERM

Lunch
Orders

Over the past few weeks I've had a couple of parents
ask why their child has come home saying they had to
spend some, or all, of the day in another classroom.
This is a fair enough question to ask :)
The reason this has happened, and is likely to happen
again in the future, is due to the teacher shortage. You
no doubt would have seen on the news or read articles
about there being a shortage of teachers across New
Zealand. This is 100% true, and sadly it is only getting
worse. However, what is often not mentioned, is the
drastic shortage of relief teachers too, which greatly
impacts upon the day to day running of any school.
As is normal in any school, teachers get sick and they
also have professional development days that they're
entitled to. But what is happening is that during these
days we're struggling to find any relieving teachers who
are able to come in and take the class for the day.
We're obviously never going to call you up and ask you
to collect your child because we can't get a relief
teacher, so the alternative is to 'spread' the class out
amongst the other rooms. This is certainly not ideal and
is not our first choice, but at times is the only choice
available to us. On many occasions, I have taken classes
for parts of the day, or all day, in an effort to reduce
disruptions, but I'm not always able to do this either.
Our focus is always upon providing the best education
for each and every child every day, but there are days
where we're thrown curve balls and we simply do our
best within the parameters of what we have. If you
know of anyone who is a registered teacher and is
interested in relief work, please encourage them to put
their name down at our school!!!

27th August
Lisa

Nga mihi nui

3rd September
Sarah

Jeremy Kurth
Principal

10th September
Pamela

We have 133 pupils here at Walton School
Welcome to Irma (Rm 6)

SCHOOL CAMPS - CHANGE OR NOT???
Kia ora whānau,
School camps are very exciting extracurricular activities that have been a part of not just Walton, but many
schools curriculum, for many years. Traditionally Walton School runs an annual senior camp for Years 4, 5 and
6. These camps are rotated on a three yearly basis and typically run for three days and two nights. Year 2 and 3
enjoy an overnight stay at school with events organised by teachers and held on site.
Our school has grown over the years and it is now time to reconsider our school's approach to school
camps. Students in Years 4-6 offer a range of ages and abilities, ranging from 7 years to 10 years of age. This is
a significant age differential when organising a camp that will suit all ages, abilities and also challenging
students.
The price of camps is ever increasing and we work hard to keep camps at an average of $150 but this is
getting continually harder each year.
Each year we have 20% of students not attending camp due to financial difficulty. As a school we look to
provide equity for all students.
We are proposing that senior camps now cater for Year 5 and 6 only. This is a reflection of the growth in our
school and acknowledges that we now have far more senior students - making another logistical challenge for
planning camps.
Proposal: Year 3 and 4 students would participate in the overnight stay at school and experience a range of
activities that will prepare students, especially the Year 4s, for camp the next year. The Year 4s would enjoy an
extra activity during the overnight stay, such as a rock climbing wall or similar activity, to differentiate their
activities from Year 3s and make it more significant for them.
WHY? TO HELP MAKE CAMPS AFFORDABLE FOR EVERYONE. We have noticed a growing number of
students who have not attended camps due to the cost being too high. We want all our students to be able to
attend camps. Our aim will be to make the Y3&4 camp around $75 - which we believe would help many of
our families and whanau who’ve struggled to pay for the senior camps in previous years (especially when
they have more than one child attending camps!)

WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOU THINK!
PLEASE SEND IN YOUR FORM TO INDICATE YOUR VIEW ON THIS PROPOSAL
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
.
Please tick the box that best suits you:


Walton School camps should remain as they are with Years 4, 5 and 6 going on camp each year
and Years 2 and 3 enjoying an overnight stay at school.



Walton School should change to Year 5 and 6 participating in offsite overnight camps for 3 days
and 2 nights and Year 3 and 4 participate in a 2 day and 1 night stay at school (with a special extra
activity organised for just the Year 4 students)

Please return form to the office. If we have not received your form by the end of Tuesday 4th September,
Sandra will phone you that week to confirm your choice - Please consider your choice carefully as it will
influence the final result and your future camp costs.
Thank you for your consideration and supporting Walton School in all we do.

Walton School

Walton School Board of Trustees

Brendan Fernyhough (Chairperson), Jeremy Kurth (Principal), Kane Fraser (Staff Rep), Jackie Lugton
(Treasurer), Vinka Wong (Secretary), Jason Suisted (Property), Ross McIntyre (H&S)

Friday @ 2:30 – all welcome

Lochlan M (9)
Bradleigh (7)
Irma (5)

Please ensure orders are with class teachers by 9am on Friday.

Please do not send any raw nuts to school
in your child’s lunchbox as we have a child who is severely allergic to nuts. It is still

fine to have things such as peanut butter sandwiches, muesli bars etc … just not whole
nuts. Thanks so much for helping this child 

The PTA are currently selling Entertainment Books – these are $65.00
each. Please bring cash, cheque (made payable to Walton School PTA) or internet banking to the PTA account (03-03630333824-00), please use your name as a reference. Books and digital copy forms available at the office.
Please ensure that you let the office know of any absences, it is ok to text/e-mail your child’s teacher,
but please include the office as teachers sometimes don’t check their phones before roll is called. The office mobile number is 022
340 1936. Thank you 

Does your son know how to use the toilet properly!?
Bet that got your attention! :)
We've had several toilet incidents in the boys toilets where a
child has gone number twos on the floor near the toilet
itself.
In the past there have been times where boys were simply being silly and doing
stupid (and disgusting) things in the toilets, but I'm wondering if there might
be a child who is having difficulty with the toilet.
Obviously this is a sensitive subject, and I'm guessing it would be highly
unlikely the boy would own up to this and be happy to talk to their teacher
about going poos!

That's why it would be good if parents/whanau could have a little chat with
their sons to make sure they know how to sit on the toilet and also use toilet
paper to clean themselves up (especially our younger boys).
Friday 31st August is Daffodil Day – We will have doffodil’s available at school for $2.00
which will all be donated to the Cancer Society

Term Planner – 2018
Term 3

(for you to cut out and keep)

Monday 23rd July to Friday 28th September
Term 4

Monday 15th October to Friday 14th December

Labour Day – Monday 22nd October (no school)

Bus Vests

As a school we have provided every child who travels on the bus with a bright fluorescent bus vest.
This is to ensure they stand out and are easily seen whilst waiting for the bus, or getting off it. It’s
very important for their safety as no one would ever want to hear the tragic news that a child has
been hit by a car because they weren’t able to be seen due to not wearing a bright bus vest.
As a school, we’re fulfilling our responsibility by providing these vests and checking children have
them on at the end of the day. BUT, it’s your responsibility as parents and whanau to ensure they
have them on in the mornings. Far too many children are catching the bus without their bus vests
on! Some children have been given up to 4 vests already this year too! So, please make sure they
look after them, and second always ensure they’re wearing them.
The loss of a child is an absolute nightmare and I wouldn’t want it to happen to anyone else, so
PLEASE look after our children and their safety by doing this very simple thing – Mr Kurth

If you have an Ag Day trophy from last year – can you please return it to the
office ASAP. Thank you 

Week 4

Glenn-John Humilde, Kahlow Pryor, Zakeal Tuhakaraina, Atarina Rawiri, Kees Pryor, Kingston Bryan
At the end of Week 4 ….

‘Touching Base’
Do you need to touch base with your child’s teacher? Then we want to hear from you. You might have something
on your mind but feel like you don’t want to bother a teacher-that’s when it’s a perfect time to catch up with us!
If it’s enough to bother you then it’s enough to have a chat about. Our teachers want to hear from you about
these minor things, in fact it’s the minor things we prefer to hear about before they grow into major things 
Sometimes you might be in luck when you pop down to school and happen to catch your child’s teacher in
between teaching and other activities. However, if you’d like to ensure you do have that uninterrupted
scheduled time with your child’s teacher then here’s what you can do:

Room 1
* Email your child’s teacher asking if they’ll be
able to meet at some stage over the next few
days
- give some options of when suits you too ;)

Note: It may not be possible for teachers to meet
you on the same day you email or call them, so
give them a day or two heads up.
* Briefly outline what you’d like to chat about,
remember nothing is too small if it’s playing on
your mind. We want to help you & your child.

Room 2

Room 3

If you don’t have an email then you can also call
the office.
If it’s easier for you, then you can even let the
teachers know that you don’t necessarily want to
meet but would like an email reply, or call, to
what’s on your mind 

Room 4

Room 5

Room 6

Emails
anna.kurth@walton.school.nz
jonelle.seeney@walton.school.nz
alex.juma@walton.school.nz
kane.fraser@walton.school.nz
helen.little@walton.school.nz
paul.keogh@walton.school.nz
hannah.caldwell@walton.school.nz

Thank you to our awesome supporters

The wonderful people
at

Waharoa
Transport
for covering the cost
of the diesel for our
school bus.
Ph: 888 8158

Undercar
Services Ltd
888 6692
Ph Scotty

KINGS GLASS & GLAZING.
Owner/operator - Lyndon Johns
07 888 4237
021 0233 1627
mtmglasssecurity@outlook.com

0800 808 150

Ph: Vaughan 027 2288450

027 630 9533 .

