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Rāpare tēnei rā, te 24 o Haratua
Thursday 24th May 2018, Week 4 Term 2 2018

Kia ora koutou katoa,

Dates to
Remember…

Queen’s
Birthday
4th June
NO SCHOOL
Teacher Only
Day
th
15 June
NO SCHOOL

IMPORTANT BUS NEWS
Firstly, thanks to all those parents and whanau for your patience and
understanding whilst you are inconvenienced by the breakdown of our
green bus. We appreciate the fact you understand this breakdown was out
of our control.
For those new to our school, a little history. We were generously gifted a
new (used) bus from Hobbiton last year when our school bus had to be
'retired' due to Ministry of Education requirements. We simply couldn't
afford the massive cost ($100,000+) of buying a good second hand bus,
but thankfully Hobbiton came to our rescue. Since then we've had a few
'teething problems' requiring us to spend thousands of dollars on repairs
and maintenance, which is totally fine as we're still way better off than not
having a bus at all! Unfortunately though, this time the problem is quite a
major one - the gearbox.
Yesterday, Brendan Fernyhough (our BoT chair) kindly loaded the gearbox
onto his ute and took it over to Hamilton to a specialist in an effort to speed
the process up. They have a reasonably good idea of what's wrong with it,
but today they're tearing it apart to fully assess the damage and extent of
the repairs needed. Following this they'll source parts and repair and
recondition it. However, this is not a quick fix and the best case scenario
on a timeframe is a week but more likely two. We're expecting this part
alone to cost up to $6,000 (finger's crossed for less). Once repaired, we'll
get it back to Undercar Services who will put it back into our bus, which
may take at least two days, along with another cost.
So if you've been counting the days you'll realise this means it could
be two weeks before we have it back on the road and in service again.
We've looked into hiring a bus to help in the short term, but to cover the two
runs for just one week equates to nearly $4,000! So clearly beyond our
financial situation when considering the additional thousands required to fix
the bus problem itself. So in short, please organise drop off and pick
up of children for the next two weeks at least.

Lunch
Orders

28th May
Pamela

We know this is a major inconvenience, but we're doing all we can, as
quickly as we can, to get this free bus service back on the road again.
Carpooling/Do you have spare seats?
If you have spare seats in your car and are happy to pick up or drop off any
additional Walton children, can you please call Sandra in the office on 07
888 3817 and let her know. That way, if anyone has serious difficulty
organising a ride for their child/ren on a certain day (ahead of time) we
might be able to help one another ensure all our Walton Kids are getting to
school every single day. Let's role model our school value of TEAMWORK!
Nga mihi nui
Jeremy Kurth
Principal

Walton School Board of Trustees

Brendan Fernyhough (Chairperson), Jeremy Kurth (Principal), Kane Fraser (Staff Rep), Jackie
Lugton (Treasurer), Vinka Wong (Secretary), Jason Suisted (Property), Ross McIntyre (H&S)

Monday Lunches …Lunch orders are for Mondays only.
Bella D (8)
Lynda (TA)

Sausage Rolls - $2.50 : Muffins (choc / fruit) - $2.50 : Sandwiches - Ham salad,
Ham, Egg, Chicken & salad, Cheese & Onion - $2.50 : Pies - Steak bacon & cheese,
Steak, mince & cheese - $3.00 : Mini Mince Savoury - $2.00.

Assembly … Assembly on Friday @ 2:30 – all welcome.
Pizza … Please ensure orders are with teachers by 9am.

Nut Free School … Please do not send any raw nuts to school in your child’s lunchbox as we have a

child who is severely allergic to nuts. It is still fine to have things such as peanut butter sandwiches, muesli bars etc … just not
whole nuts. Thanks so much for helping this child 

Thanks for the Heads Up … Thank you to families who have informed us that they will be

moving due to work commitments between now and June 1 st. We are very sorry to see you leave, but we understand that
this is the nature of being a rural school. If anyone else is shifting out of our school area, can you please let us know as soon
as possible. IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WANTING TO ENROL THEIR CHILD/REN AT OUR SCHOOL, PLEASE HAVE

THEM CONTACT US SO THAT WE CAN HELP THEM TRANSITION INTO OUR SCHOOL SMOOTHLY COME JUNE 1ST.
ALSO, ANY CHILDREN TURNING 5 THIS YEAR.

Community Op Shop Week … SAVE THE DATE!!!!

Every year the PTA and school community are given a week at the Matamata Community Chest Inc – The Op Shop, 102
Arawa Street. This is a wonderful organisation who give local groups the opportunity to fundraise through their store. Each
year this generates approx. $65,000 worth of funds that go directly into our community via Schools, playgroups, sports teams,
volunteer groups. We are very lucky to be part of this.
We have our dates for this year and it will be 6th – 10th August.
How this works …..
We have 4-5 people on per day from 9-3pm, we run this in shifts (9-12 and 12-3pm) this is where we NEED YOUR HELP the
PTA cannot do this on our own. We are asking if people can please put their hand up for ONE shift during this week. Helpers
will be responsible for putting out new stock, tiding the store and 2 people are needed to run the front counter/cashier. If
you can’t help, why not ask a friend, neighbour or grandparent, everyone is welcome to join us for this fundraiser. It is a great
way to meet people from our school community while helping raise money for the Walton School children. We will send out
forms later in the term but would be great if you could mark this on your calendar now.
Donated goods – if you can also have a look around and see what goods you might like to donate during our week, good
quality home ware, clothing, furniture, beds, sheets, blankets all help us bring in the most money possible. Please NO
electronics (TVs) and car seats. If you are moving we are looking to find some storage space so please let us know and we can
arrange a drop off point for these items.
Rag bags – during this week we also sell rags that local businesses can buy for their workshops, for this week we need cotton
sheets or pillowcases that are cut up and put into bags. If you know of any business who would like some bags we would
happily take orders for our week.
Any queries please call Liana 021 2674287 or Lisa 021 455156

Entertainment Books … The PTA are currently selling Entertainment Books – these are $65.00 each.

Please bring cash, cheque (made payable to Walton School PTA) or internet banking to the PTA account (03-0363-033382400), please use your name as a reference. Books and digital copy forms available at the office.

Absences … Please ensure that you let the office know of any absences, it is ok to text/e-mail your child’s teacher, but
please include the office as teachers sometimes don’t check their phones before roll is called. Thank you 

Teacher Aide – Room 2
Last week we held interviews for the vacant Teacher Aide position in Room 2. We were extremely lucky to have a very
high caliber of applicants.
It is with great pleasure that we welcome Jaimee Pryor to our Walton School staff. Jaimee comes to us with a huge
amount of ECE experience, along with many other great qualities that we believe will be very valuable to our school.
So, again, welcome Jaimee to our Walton team and we can’t wait for you to start after Queen’s birthday.

Term Planner – 2018
Term 2

(for you to cut out and keep)

Monday 30th April to Friday 6th July
Term 3

Queen’s Birthday – Monday 4th June (no school)
Teacher Only Day – Friday 15th June (no school)

Monday 23rd July to Friday 28th September
Term 4

Monday 15th October to Friday 14th December

Labour Day – Monday 22nd October (no school)

Adult Literacy … Do you want to get better at reading and writing, or does someone you know have so
much trouble they can’t read this? The Rural Youth & Adult Literacy Rural Trust has free one-to-one coaches who can help
you for half an hour a day by phone or Skype. The Trust also has some easy and fun online practice software you can use
from a library computer, a school computer, or from home.








Lessons are free
We have one on one coaching
We coach in the comfort of your own home
By phone if you don’t have a computer OR
Your school has a special parent computer you can ask to use and someone will help you with it
Trained coaches
For adults or teenagers

Contact Jasmine (Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm) 0800 891 339

Rugby Fun Day (Morrinsville) ….

‘Touching Base’
Do you need to touch base with your child’s teacher? Then we want to hear from you. You might have something
on your mind but feel like you don’t want to bother a teacher-that’s when it’s a perfect time to catch up with us!
If it’s enough to bother you then it’s enough to have a chat about. Our teachers want to hear from you about
these minor things, in fact it’s the minor things we prefer to hear about before they grow into major things 
Sometimes you might be in luck when you pop down to school and happen to catch your child’s teacher in
between teaching and other activities. However, if you’d like to ensure you do have that uninterrupted
scheduled time with your child’s teacher then here’s what you can do:

Room 1
* Email your child’s teacher asking if they’ll be
able to meet at some stage over the next few
days
- give some options of when suits you too ;)

Note: It may not be possible for teachers to meet
you on the same day you email or call them, so
give them a day or two heads up.
* Briefly outline what you’d like to chat about,
remember nothing is too small if it’s playing on
your mind. We want to help you & your child.

Room 2

Room 3

If you don’t have an email then you can also call
the office.
If it’s easier for you, then you can even let the
teachers know that you don’t necessarily want to
meet but would like an email reply, or call, to
what’s on your mind 

Room 4

Room 5

Room 6

Emails
anna.kurth@walton.school.nz
jonelle.seeney@walton.school.nz
alex.juma@walton.school.nz
kane.fraser@walton.school.nz
helen.little@walton.school.nz
paul.keogh@walton.school.nz
hannah.caldwell@walton.school.nz

Thank you to our awesome supporters

The wonderful people
at

Waharoa
Transport
for covering the cost
of the diesel for our
school bus.
Ph: 888 8158

Undercar
Services Ltd
888 6692
Ph Scotty

KINGS GLASS & GLAZING.
Owner/operator - Lyndon Johns
07 888 4237
021 0233 1627
mtmglasssecurity@outlook.com

0800 808 150

Ph: Vaughan 027 2288450

027 630 9533 .

