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Kia ora
Walton whānau
Tēnā koutou katoa,
I hope everyone enjoyed that week of sunshine and the short-lived dry period. It allowed the soggy
grounds and puddles around our school to evaporate, although today’s rain has rapidly filled them
back up again! To our farming whānau, I hope your calving season is going well, and you’re all doing
okay through this extremely busy (wet) time.
You will see our 2022 Community Survey responses on the following pages. I’ve copied the wording
directly from the comments. As a BoT, we looked at these responses at our meeting last night, and
we’d like to say thanks for the positive feedback and suggestions. It’s always great to be validated
in what we’re doing, which helps us continue striving to make Walton School the best damn country
school in the world! :)
As a school, we will endeavour to put in place the suggestions for improvements, many of which
we’ve already been able to do. So thanks for those ideas.
And talking about sharing ideas, we have ERO (Education Review Office) visiting us next Tuesday,
and they’d love to have as many parents/whānau come along and share their thoughts about our
school. This will take place from 2:15 - 2:45pm in the staffroom. If you can find the time to attend
this short meeting, we’d be extremely grateful as we’d love to have a wide diversity of our parents &
whānau represented at this chat.
Can you please call or text the office and let Mandy know if you can make this meeting so we can
inform ERO how many will be attending.
Ngā mihi,
Jeremy Kurth
Tumuaki/Principal

Please note we’ll be having
a Teacher Only Day on
Monday 12th September.

Dates to
remember

2022 School Term Dates
Term 3 - 25th July- 30th Sept
Term 4 - 17th Oct - Thurs 15th Dec

• 12th Sept Teacher Only day (no school)
•
•
•
•

13th Sept School X-Country (postponement day 14th)
21st Sept Inter-School X-Country (postponement day 22nd)
29th Sept Ag Day
30th Sept End of term 3

2023 School Term Dates
The Board of Trustees have decided upon the following dates for our 2023 terms;

Term 1

Tuesday 31st January - Thursday 6 April

Term 2

Monday 24 April - Friday 30 June

Term 3

Monday 17 July - Friday 22 September

Term 4

Monday 9 October - Friday 15th December

2022 Community survey results
What do you consider our strengths?
• Everything! I’m loving the emphasis on being an individual within a whanau. Building self-esteem.
• We love Walton school :)
• The school is well organised. Very inclusive with great communication to parents. Positive
atmosphere. Good focus on learning.
• Great communication. Good opportunities for extracurricular. FLIP. Great People. Supportive staff.
Sporting experiences.
• Communication - we love the regular updates and being able to get info easily. Whanau
involvement-we love that even with COVID you have tried hard to keep whanau involved at
school.
• Encouraging chn to be individuals. Giving them opportunities to extend themselves when they
choose as well as encouraging them to push outside their comfort zones. Sharing our chn’s
learning through Seesaw, as we both work full time we don’t get to visit as much as we would like
so it’s special seeing these moments online. Thank you!
• Community atmosphere. Excellent teachers! Phonics for reading for (child) has been excellent!
Whole school term projects are excellent. FLIP. Atmosphere is awesome!
• I am happy with everything Walton has to offer.
• Great communication. Great environment.
• Community. Family orientated. Welcoming. Promoting togetherness with the kids.
• Helping chn learn and making them feel good about learning.
• Communication & inclusion.
• Small class sizes and teacher/child ratios. Great teachers. Love the FLIP format of all age groups
working/joining in together. Great playground.
• Positive school/teaching.
• I love the community of the school, the small class groups and closer work with the students.
• Supporting the wellbeing of our chn. Teaching respect and kindness, resilience. Understanding
each child’s needs and challenging them on their individual journey. Offering a TA in each class.
• Keeping kids engaged at school. Lots of creative hands on learning. Good focus on basic maths,
reading, writing. Having fun. Great playground!!
• Really encouraging individual interests and strengths. Love FLIP. Kids all seem to look out for each
other.
• Our playground. Providing a cool, safe, happy environment for our chn.
• Embracing (child’s) personal strengths and using them for learning.
• Being a fantastic little rural school providing everything we could want/need for our chn.
Welcoming. Communication. Great environment. Supportive.
• School SPIRIT. Teaching Te Reo
• Engaging with the kids. Communication.
• Communication - through the app and during uncertain times with COVID. The FLIP activities are
really cool, kids getting to take part in those activities is an awesome idea.
• Communication with parents.
• Staff are professional, approachable and friendly. An attractive school environment. High
expectations for students learning. Great communication e.g. Seesaw messages, Facebook page,
Skool loop. When there has been an issue related to our child it is dealt with quickly.
• Communication. Broad range of curriculum. Fun out of school activities.
• Involvement in community opportunities such as sports that our kids enjoy. Strong whanau & Te
Reo involvement in classrooms. My son enjoys Te Reo & Kapa haka.

What do you consider success being for your tamariki
at our school and are we meeting these?
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Keep up the awesome Mahi! Doing a fantastic job. Thank you!
Happy. Friendships. Success (personal goals)
Wanting to come to school, seeing progress, being happy and in a safe environment.
Learning consistently in a way that keeps (child) engaged and building relationships with students and staff.
Engagement & enthusiasm. It’s important to us that school is both fun and educational. Encouraging
strengths and supporting challenges.
Happiness. Wanting to go to school and participating. Celebrating even the smallest achievements.
Growing them into kids that love to learn, ask questions, challenge. But are also good social members of
society-tolerant, caring, empathetic, etc. Yes!
Happy chn who are supported in their learning.
Learning manners, friendships, sharing, helping others.
That they enjoy coming and that they learn the foundational subjects.
My child coming home smiling and still wanting to do more schoolwork.
Them to enjoy school & learning. Yes being met.
Chn being ‘ready’ for intermediate by the time they leave Walton. Fun/enjoyable learning environment.
Getting full benefit out of learning and making school fun.
I consider success for (child) to be: Positive and mutually beneficial immersion with his peers in a learning/
play environment. Introduction and instruction in reading, writing, mathematics, arts, music, physical
activity and his ability to learn all aspects of these.
Feeling valued. Great friendships. New and exciting challenges/opportunities. Moving forward at their
speed. Happy to come to school.
Happy to go to school. Excited about what they are doing. Feeling safe and appreciated. Learning and
progressing in line with their potential.
Enjoying school. Feeling challenged. Making steady progress.
Learning respect towards others. Showing how much they care.
It’s important to me that (child) feels comfortable and happy at school, and yes.
Achieving their goals academically and personally/socially. Being included and nourished to grow.
Kids feeling comfortable and happy at school. Learning without difficulties.
Learning and building friendships.
Being happy, healthy, having fun and being able to express herself and do things she enjoys - I think these
are being met at Walton School.
If my child feels comfortable and settled at school - she does :) Having clear expectations, routines and
knowing what is happening next. This helps to reduce anxiety and the unfamiliar. We feel this is happening
:) Having opportunities to learn more Te Reo Maori. It was great to hear about the Matariki learning they
did & kapa haka :) Many opportunities for a wide range of learning and fun. Totally happening here :)
School is a place of “learning” and fun :)
Achieving required targets. Enjoying school.
That he wants to come to school every day. That he meets his goals that he sets. And yes, Walton School
meets these.
Being a great role model for other younger students. Having a can do attitude & giving everything a go.

Do you have suggestions for improvement to make us even better?
•

That all the chn get along with no bullying - accepting their differences and embracing them. That you child
wants to come to school because it’s a safe space to grow & learn, and mostly fun!
No way! Loving the music. We are blessed here @ Walton :)
Nothing springs to mind.
Continue music
We think you’re doing a great job.
Keep working on science and maths, it’s good but we can do better.
A shelter at the bottom pick up gate for kids on rainy days.
Bus
Nothing that I can think of.
You already have two epic slides, so good for slides… More of the same, team :) Loving the music :) Loving
the staff :)
Getting the community back into school post COVID. Assemblies. Shared lunches like today.
Keep year 7’s & 8’s here at Walton. I don’t want (child) to leave here.
Nope.
TAs to move through yr levels with a class. Feedback from this survey to be shared with the school (&
improvements). Parent help in class on a Friday.
A small suggestion :) It would be great to know a day or two before assembly if our child’s class is sharing
or if she is getting a certificate. Often finding out on the day makes it tricky to organise someone to come.
No.
I would love to see more music opportunities. E.g. guitar lessons, tutors, piano, etc, fo those kids interested
in music.
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Anything else you’d like to share?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

I’m thankful for the friendliness of the staff/teachers. All of them are approachable and show so much love
and kindness to our girls.
Thanks, Walton. Our chn LOVE their school. And so do we :)
Maybe a bit more of a program for Y6/s to transition to intermediate - a few afternoons in terms 3 & 4 to
get them into the change would help I think.
No.
No.
Thanks, Walton! :)
Keep up the good work.
Nope, nothing. Keep doing what you guys are doing.
Nope.
More family orientated events.
Suggestions for families to contribute in other ways. We are not often able to help in person for activities
and trips during the week due to work hours. Is there or the possibility of donating resources, books or
other school items to the school? E.g. like a class or school wish list? We have just seen the fundraiser for
the holidays-what a cool way to be able to help.
No.
Enjoyed watching kapa haka performance. Would love to see more of these. Thanks.

Walton School Board of Trustees would like to extend our utmost gratitude
to all of you who completed the survey.
We appreciate the feedback as it helps us to reflect upon where we’ve been and the
successe we’ve had, but also on where we’re heading in our efforts to ensure Walton
School vision is built from everyone’s collective visions.

Calling all
Parents & whā
whānau
Please come along to our ERO visit next
Tuesday (2:15 - 2:45pm) in the staffroom.
It’s an opportunity to share your thoughts
about how well our school meets your
expectations for your tamariki.
We’d be extremely grateful to have a
wide diversity of cultrue and backgrounds
our represented at this chat, so the more
parents & whānau we have attend, the better!
Please call or text the office and let Mandy
know if you can make this meeting so we can inform
ERO how many will be attending.
WE VALUE YOUR INPUT :)

Caught Being Good

2022 Term 3 Wiki Rua / Week 2
Rm1: Amelia Rm2: Kylie Rm3: Tayla Rm4: Joel
Rm5: Riley Rm6: Lunar & Hapu Star: Ally

Caught Being Good

2022 Term 3 Wiki Toru / Week 3
Rm1: Kaedyn (absent) Rm2: Mikaela (absent)
Rm3: Levi (Sister Representing) Rm4: Braden
Rm5: Skye Rm6: Eva
& Hapu Star: Miley

Community News

Touching Base
Do you need to touch base with your child’s kaiako/teacher? Then we want to hear from you. You might have
something on your mind but feel like you don’t want to bother a teacher, that’s when it’s a perfect time to catch up
with us! If it’s enough to bother you then it’s enough to have a chat about.
Our kaiako/teachers want to hear from you about these minor things, in fact it’s the minor things we prefer to hear
about before they grow into major things.
Sometimes you might be in luck when you pop down to school and happen to catch your child’s teacher in between
teaching and other activities. However, if you’d like to ensure you do have that uninterrupted scheduled time with
your child’s teacher then here is what you can do:
•
Email your child’s teacher asking if they will be able to meet at some stage over the next few days
-Give some options of when suits you too.
-NOTE: It may not be possible for teachers to meet you on the same day you email or call them,
so please give them a day or two heads up
•
Briefly outline what you would like to chat about, remember nothing is too small if it’s playing on
your mind. We want to help you and your child.
•
If you don’t have email, you can always call the office.
•
If it’s easier for you, then you can even let the teachers know that you don’t necessarily want to
meet but would like an email reply, or a call, to what’s on your mind.
Emails for teachers are:
Room 1 – kane.fraser@walton.school.nz and lyn.brown@walton.school.nz
Room 2 – frances.gillard@walton.school.nz
Room 3 – hannah.caldwell@walton.school.nz and kate.muckle@walton.school.nz
Room 4 – karen.russell@walton.school.nz
Room 5 – paul.keogh@walton.school.nz
Room 6 – richelle.cossill@walton.school.nz

OUR
OUR AWESOME
AWESOME TEAM
TEAM

Kane Fraser
Deputy Principal

Lyn Brown
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Frances Gillard

Richelle Cossill

Hannah Caldwell

Debbie Boyte

Lynda Campbell

Kate Muckle

Fay Hare

Sarah Bonenkamp

Karen Russell

Jamie Henderson

Mandy Allan

Paul Keogh
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HOME-SCHOOL
COMMUNICATION
Make sure you are up to date on Skool Loop with which groups your child is
in at school. You may need to change your settings based on which
class your chuld/ren are in for 2022 :)

Thank you to our
awesome supporters

Waharoa Transport
You’re AMAZING! for covering the cost of the diesel for our school bus.
Thanks SOOO MUCH!
Ph: 888 8158

New Zealand’s Cow Scanning and Calf Disbudding Specialists
✓
✓

Pregnancy Scanning Cows & Heifers
Calf Disbudding

No additional farm labour required.

✓

Additional On Farm Services

Spare Teat Removal , DNA Sampling, Tagging, Elastration.

Call Louise Porter BVetTech

027 371 3718

Ultra-Scan Matamata

If you’d like to advertise your
business in our fortnightly
newsletter, call Mandy in
the office on 07 888 3817
or
email office@walton.school.nz

ENROLMENT VACANCIES
Kia Ora!
Come & j
oin our
amazing
school!!
!

Walton School provides an amazing education for New Entrants (Y0)
through to Year 6 tamariki. We have a safe, fun and friendly environment
where our ākonga(learners) thrive and excel. We currently have enrolment
vacancies at all year levels and so if you’re looking for a new school for your
child or they’re turning five soon, then we’d love to hear from you, even if
you’re just considering your options. I’d be thrilled to show you around our
great school & share with you all the wonderful opportunities we offer.
Yes we have a school zone but it’s still SUPER EASY to enrol your child
so contact us on 07 888 3817 or office@walton.school.nz to explore the
possibility of your child being a part of the Walton School team :)
Jeremy Kurth,
Principal

